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N 0 T E S President's Letter
Dear Fellow Alumni, For the past several years, the nine committees of the Cleveland-Marshall Law Alumni Association have provided excellent programs for our members, our students, and our faculty and staff. However, we must continue to strive to expand not only our programs, but our general and life membership base as well. Among our goals for the future are:
• Award more than the current 10 student scholarships annually; and • Endow the Dean Stapleton Public Interest Stipend on a perpetual basis; and • Fund a student for a Masters Degree in law; and • Award a cash stipend to the Dean Stapleton Award recipient such as our current recipient, Professor Steve Landsman; and • Continue to keep our members informed through the publication of Law Notes without worrying about insufficient financial resources to do so; and • Acquire the membership (preferably the life membership) of the thousands of graduates of the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law.
In an effort to approach the future, I am pleased to announce the formation of two new committees: the Development Committee and the Faculty and Staff Relations Committee. The fiscal vitality of our organization and its programs is par<:i-mount. With that view in mind, the Development Committee, which will be co-chaired by our 2nd Vice President, Deborah Hiller '75 and our 1989-90 President, Gerald Walton '80, will focus on assisting the Law Alumni Association in establishing long range goals and on creating and implementing a plan that will develop a working relationship with those alumni who are in the business and corporate sectors of our community. The Development Committee, along with the Membership Committee, co-chaired by Michael Climaco '72 and Edward Kraus '86 , will also focus on leadership within our organization by identifying, recruiting and training those people who will lead this organization in the next century. If you were a student leader during your law school days, you will be called upon to assist us in contacting the members of your law class to solicit and procure their membership in the Law Alumni Association. We are not asking you to devote a substantial portion of your time, but only enough time so that together we can make a difference.
The new Faculty and Staff Relations Committee, which will be chaired by our 1990-91 President, Richard Koblentz '75, will focus on generating a closer working relationship with the professors, administration and staff. Our law school is recognized on both a local and national level as having excellent faculty members. Our relations with the law school and its faculty and staff are stronger than ever. It is my hope that the development of the Faculty and Staff Relations Committee will insure the continuity of that relationship in the years to come and, if possible, improve it.
For an organization such as ours, which exists to serve the law school and its alumni and students, the right words are "what ought to be", not "what is". We have a reverence for the past, but we need a vision for the future -a vision thaf will propel us forward into the 21st century. I am hopeful that by working together we can help to build a stronger ClevelandMarshall Law Alumni Association for the betterment of the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law.
Very truly yours, Scott A. Spero '89 President
Dean's Column THE NEW LAW LIBRARY (cont . .. )
A lthough the temperature the first week of class has hovered in the high 80s, students returning to school means the time for vacations is over and the time for hard work and study has begun. I welcome our new and returning students and faculty to the opening of the 1993-94 academic year.
Last year I used this column to seek your assistance in our appeal to the state government for funding our new law library. The response of our graduates was not only heart-warming, it was effective. Through your help we were assured the initial funds for the building, and we secured the language in the authorizing bill that assures us the library will be completed in the next biennium.
Serious planning for the construction of the building is well underway. The current plans call for the library to be behind the law school where the parking lot is presently located. This by Steven R. Smith design replaces the initial plan to build over 18th Street. In several ways this is a better, more efficient arrangement for us .
In spite of these promising developments and these exciting plans, it is not yet time to rest on our laurels. We continue to need the help of each of you. As relieved as I am by the accomplishments of the past year, we cannot rest easy until the building is up, the books are in it, and the dust has settled. Is this building so important? Let me answer by citing a higher authority. Judge Learned Hand once asked rhetorically, "To whom am I responsible?" and then, pointing to his law books, answered his own question: "To these books around me. That's to whom I'm responsible!" Perhaps no members of a profession are as dependent on or as accountable to language -the written record of the past and the evolving, sometimes electronic record of the present-as are those who study
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Law Notes and practice law. For that reason every law school is to some degree measured by the quality of its library collection and its commitment to housing and maintaining it. The instruments that measure our law school and library also measure each of us: Every Juris Doctor degree depends on the sound reputation of the school that awarded it. That is why I write once more to tell you that we continue to need your help on the library project.
Please take a few moments to remind your state officers -the legislators and the Governor's Office -how important this law library construction project is to you, your law school, and the community it serves.
CONVENING THE LAW SCHOOL
S tudents enter law school with fear and trembling and hope and expectation, more or less the same emotional accessories they have worn at every step on the path that led from grammar school to law school. But the entry into law school is different in that it is, for many, the last stop on the educational journey that ends when the real business of life begins. The convocation address is the College's greeting to its new students. To the faculty member who delivers it falls the responsibility of being the first law professor most of the newcomers have seen or heard, falls the task of fashioning a text that will invigorate but not intimidate, falls the burden of creating a day that time and memory will not dislodge. When school opened in August, two professors agreed to be convocation speakers. The College of Law was fortunate in both.
Greg Mark is the newest faculty member at Cleveland-Marshall, and Linda Ammons is among the newest. They are also both among the most gracious. Thus, the newest of teachers consented to address the newest of students. When Emerson wrote that every word is the "fossil of an idea," he reminded us that every word is an inheritance from the time that coined it, each word bearing its generations of nuance and meaning, a small history in itself. Perhaps it is because of Professor Mark's interest in history or perhaps it is because his work on the Iran/Contra investigation reinforced an ideal of precision in language that he chose to focus his remarks on the importance of using our linguistic heritage wisely and well. Certainly it was a wise and well chosen introduction to three or more years as a law student and a lifetime of involvement with the spoken and written word. We are grateful to Professor While Professor Mark welcomed the College's 1993 entering students to the world of ideas, Professor Ammons welcomed them to the world of ideals, urging them to find and follow the examples of representative men and women (to borrow another phrase from Emerson), those singular individuals in whose lights our own shadows lengthen. Professor Ammons recalls the importance of heroes and heroines in her decision to become a lawyer and impresses the beginning law students with the need to find their own appropriate role models, as she did among attorneys who used their legal training to wring from the laws of the land the truest vision of democratic governing. It is a good and forceful message Professor Ammons delivers, and it is reproduced here with appreciation by the Association that will one day count these future lawyers as outstanding representatives of a Cleveland-Marshall education. LFM ack has asked me to be brief, no doubt because you will hear more than enough from me and my ilk in the coming years.
When, in casual conversation with Professor Guttenberg, I volunteered to talk with you, he instantly accepted. I believe that he wanted, or was willing, to tap my enthusiasm as the newest professor at Cleveland-Marshall. Indeed, as any of my colleagues will tell you, often after my classes last semester I would meet one of them and wax ecstatic about how a class had gone. No doubt that got old for them, but it reflects my affection for the place. I say, and mean, that I loved my corporations class last year. It will long be a pleasant memory and its members will retain my gratitude for easing my way into this profession.
As we have both recently selected Cleveland-Marshall, I thought you might be interested in how I decided to come here. You should know that the process of hiring in the law-teaching market is roughly half as fun as trying to get a regular job and about twice as lengthy. As with most academic disciplines, law holds a giant meeting of candidates and interviewing committees, affectionately know by all participants as the meat market. Before going to the meat market, I called the two individuals who served as my primary recommenders and reviewed the schools that had asked me to meet with them. I will spare you the comments on the other schools but will share with you what they said about ClevelandMarshall. These guys are, by the way, at the far and opposite ends of the political spectrum -one is the premier libertarian scholar in law (he would have been comfortable in the nineteenth century) and the other is one of the founders of critical legal studies. Both paused in precisely the same way when I mentioned this school. And, to my surprise, both said exactly the same thing. Both said that they thought that it had the most interesting and creative, perhaps the best, faculty in the state; both said that I should take it very seriously. I did. I think I chose well, and I hope, when your time here is finished, you do, too.
We are here, after all, to train you for the interesting and creative in law. Much of a lawyer's work is routinized. We do not train you for that. We train you to handle, to create the unanticipated event. How? The only tool at our disposal is language, oral and written.
Language is critical because it encapsulates our ideas. I used the word encapsulate quite deliberately, for it suggests both structure and limits. Creative use of language renders your ideas precise or diffuse, as you choose. It draws the boundaries that contain expansive thought or it frees thought from other's constraints, as you choose.
You have it within your power to use language creatively and with strength. Words, and the phrases built upon those words, can cut like a razor, pierce like a stiletto, or bludgeon like a sledgehammer. Let me give you one example. I clerked on the First Circuit, the circuit on which Steve Breyer, the non-nominee to the Supr~me Court, sits. Because the circuit is so small -it had only six full-time judges (if memory serves me correctly) when I clerkedmy judge, Bruce Selya, often sat with Breyer. Both Breyer and Selya are excellent judges, with reputations as active participants at oral argument. They have, however, very different styles. If I were to characterize those styles, I would say that Breyer was the razor and Selya the sledgehammer. Both, by the way, knew this and often teamed upthose of you familiar with professional wrestling will understand-tag-team style on attorneys who put themselves at risk.
I vividly recall a hapless Assistant United States Attorney from Puerto Rico -why Puerto Rico is in the First Circuit is another question entirely -who made it plain that he had returned thirty-some boxes of evidence and record documents to the defendant. Unfortunately, he had done so before the appeal. Bad idea. He was defending an important conviction. Cocaine had been seized on a vessel sailing near Puerto Rico . The street value of the cocaine involved in the charged offenses was about $150 million. In fact, cocaine valued at a large multiple of that figure had actually been seized. Breyer and Selya, at precisely the same moment, rocked forward in their chairs, chairs much like the ones in this room.
With a brief nod at one another, they began. It was not pleasant. Breyer spoke first, in a subdued and gentlemanly tone. (I can't remember the exact words but hope I can recapture some of the spirit of the exchange.) "Counsel, perhaps I don't understand. Did I understand you to say that relevant documents are no longer available to us?" Selya: "Counsel, you can't seriously expect us to entertain your position when you've lost part of the evidentiary record, can you?" Needless to say, the answer to both questions should have been the same because the questions were, substantively, the same. The AUSA's life did not get easier from T his afternoon I had the opportunity to review some statistics concerning your class. You may be interested in knowing that there were 2,000 applications for 300 places here at the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law. The fact that you are in this entering class reflects an effort to select the best from among those applicants. I can see the progress made in the admissions practices because the diversity is very apparent. African Americans and other people of color are more than ten percent of this class. Forty-five percent of your colleagues are women. You come from various backgrounds representing over one hundred undergraduate institutions and nineteen states. Some of you have worked in other fields including medicine, education, architecture, engineering, music and journalism.
The reason for my perusal through the student profile was to get some sense of who you are and why you are here. The obvious answer to the second part of my question is that you are here to get a law degree and practice law. In six to eight semesters, most of you will leave here to begin a career of zealously representing clients or of clerking, or perhaps some of you will pursue legal education as a life's v.ocation.
Perhaps there is an easier way, and even a more lucrative way to earn a living, but I can't think of a better profession to which to belong, despite what the critics may say. By now you have heard dozens of lawyer jokes and enough lawyer bashing to make even the strongest wince just a little. However, you have decided to commit three to four years to the rigorous training you will receive here, and you had a purpose beyond just getting the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law diploma on the wall. In the many days and weeks and months ahead, keep in mind that purpose.
Some After graduation from John Adams, White attended Columbia University, still with the thought of becoming a writer. At Columbia, White majored in Political Science, partly because he would have the opportunity to do some writing, partly because of the influence of teachers in the department, and partly because Columbia, situated in New York City, "was a great place to be to study politics."
What in retrospect was a turning point in White's life occurred in 1968 when various student groups at Columbia seized several campus buildings in a series of protests. White was part of a student group that seized Hamilton Hall in protest of the college's refusal to allow Harlem residents to use the Columbia gymnasium. The gym had been built in adjacent Harlem and excluded community members from use of the facility. White's group saw this as fundamentally unfair and a gesture on the part of the establishment to draw lines between races and classes. The siege lasted for about a week and in the end, everyone, including White, was arrested for criminal trespass (charges were later dropped). It was at this time that White began to entertain thoughts of becoming an attorney as he witnessed, first hand, what a few dedicated and committed attorneys were willing to do for the students who had been arrested.
"The lawyers worked feverishly trying to get everyone out of jail," he remarks, "but what was so incredible was most of them were working for free. ... They didn't necessarily agree with your politics, and still they were doing their best to defend you .. .. It was something I admired and something I thought I might want to do myself." But being a writer was still White's goal, and upon graduation, his first thought was to apply at Columbia's journalism school, not Columbia's law school. He wound up applying to, and being accepted at, both. His decision to attend law school, he says, was "purely economical" based on the fact that he, by that time, had a wife and child to provide for. "I came from a strong family background where my father always provided for the rest of his family. I knew of too many starving writers ... . I couldn't see pursuing my personal dream of being a writer and having my family suffer for it."
Upon graduation from law school in 1973, White accepted an offer from Squire, Sanders & Dempsey and returned to Cleveland. He spent five and a half years there before deciding the large firm atmosphere was not for him. About his years at SS & D, White is, as usual, very candid: "I saw a lot of good lawyering and, at the same time, a lot of examples of how not to treat people. Large firms require a certain amount of conformity to a particular system .... I'm not saying it's wrong. I'm saying it just wasn't for me."
The end of White's career at Squire, Sanders & Dempsey marked another turning point in White's life. When faced with the choice of becoming an assistant to a vice president at a Miami, Florida, bank or accepting an offer to teach at Cleveland-Marshall, White, without ever having given much thought to becoming a teacher, decided he would find more fulfillment as a law school professor than he would shuffling papers in a bank. Oddly enough, the new professor was asked to teach what had been his least favorite subject in law school: Property.
Since coming to ClevelandMarshall in 1978, White has distinguished himself in the traditional academic realm by publishing numerous articles and books and by becoming an acknowledged specialist in the area of Ohio Landlord/Tenant and Housing
Law. But what is more noteworthy than White's publications and commitment to becoming an expert in the field he originally disliked is his dedication to the students at ClevelandMarshall and his overall concern for the community at large.
White claims not to want to change the whole world but to improve the "little" world over which he has some control. To that end, White, along with Steve Lazarus, advises students working at Cleveland-Marshall's Housing Clinic, an organization devoted to helping those financially unable to settle landlord/tenant disputes and acquire suitable housing. White also teaches first year students in the school's summer Legal Career Opportunities Program, devoted primarily to giving nontraditional and disadvantaged students the opportunity to enter law school. In addition, White speaks at area schools, is involved in various community organizations, and, overall, perpetually dedicates himself to becoming a better citizen, both within the law school and within the community. " It might sound corny," White says, "but I want to be a role model. I want to demonstrate that it is possible to achieve honest success." Admittedly, White has had to do some mellowing over years before reaching his current view of himself in relation to the world around him. He describes himself as less angry than when he was younger and more capable of seeing other people's points of view. "Everyone but Pat Buchanan," White adds, "and you can quote me on that."
He sees the world as a more difficult place to live in than when he was growing up. This perspective has, as time passed, amplified what White perceives is his obligation to his students, the community, and his own children. "There were a lot more career choices then," White says. "If you didn't go to college there was always the military or 
Continued on page 23
GREAT STORIES AND THE LEGAL PROFESSION
CLEVELAND-MARSHALL COLLEGE OF LAW• CSU COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES INVITES MEMBERS OF THE BENCH AND BAR TO A MORNING OF LAW AND LITERATURE SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1993
Facilitators will focus discussion on the legal issues arising from the moral conflicts in the fictional lives of characters in The f ournal did not publish an issue for the 1992-93 academic year with predictable results in terms of manuscripts received ar:d subscriptions. Well folks, its a new ball game, with an outstanding and dedicated new editorial board and associate staff. The fournal is on target to fulfill its mission of eight years ago -to become a preeminent journal in the exciting field of Health Law. The two publications will complement each other and provide quality educational forums for students and subscribers, while further building the reputation of the College of Law.
This September, the f ournal published Volume 7, Number 1, with outstanding articles by authors such as E. Donald Shapiro and Bruce Winnick. We believe that one or more of these articles will be recognized as seminal works. The f ournal is pledged to publish Volume 7, Number 2, in early 1994, with contributions from outstanding scholars such as David Broyde of Emory University. With renewed energy and dedication, the f ournal will publish the first issue of Volume 8 (1993-94) by the end of this academic year. By the end of the next academic year, the f ournal will be current and will remain so. It will publish outstanding articles by recognized scholars and exciting notes by our own student editors. Volume 8,
Law Notes
Number 1, will be devoted to a symposium on health issues related to the Americans with Disabilities Act with a lead article by Professor Michael Perlin. With the assistance of Professor Michael Davis, Volume 8, Number 2, will include articles addressing health care reform issues.
To make the f ournal what it should be, we need your help. If you have ideas for articles relating to health law, regardless of subject area, please let us know. Although devoted to health law issues, both physical and mental, the f ournal also addresses the effect of related areas upon the subject such as procedure, evidence, and constitutional law. If you have manuscripts that should be published, please send them to us. All manuscripts will be reviewed thoroughly and promptly. The editorial board would be pleased to publish works 
r-----------------------,
JOURNAL OF LAW AND HEAL TH SUBSCRIPTION FORM
The annual subscription rate, which includes two issues of the fournal of Law and Health, is $20 per year. This special offer permits you to obtain both Issues of Volume 7 (1992-93) for only $10. Your subscription will be automatically renewed unless cancelled.
Please You could, this time, listen to herreally listen to her. You could at least be courteous to her and give her her dueafter all, you did say she could call any time. Or you could admit you don't want to be bothered, and hang up.
In every human interaction, in anything I do between you and me, there are three -and only three -ways of behaving: with love, with justice, or with power. I can treat you with love. I can act towards you out of justice. Or I can control you with power.
The essence of love is that it seeks the good of the other. The essence of justice is that it respects the rights of the other. The essence of power is that it seeks the control of the other. For centuries, philosophers and moral teachers have counseled us that love and justice were the essential attributes of being human. But now, the will to power has priority. Where humans were once taught that love and justice must constrain our impulse to control, today, the individual's desires are the standard.
In love, one finds charity, magnanimity, mercy, forgiveness, friendship. Generally speaking, love relationships are involved with those we know personally.
Justice includes the rules oflaw and custom and morality by which we recognize and defend the rights of others and of ourselves. It regulates relationships of both those we know and those who are strangers to us. It can be summed up in the classical phrase: do no harm.
Power includes coercion for the sake of control or harm. We use power against enemies.
It is not true, however, that all forms of force or coercion are unjustifiable uses of power. To be loving or to respect justice does not mean we sit around like symps with beatific smiles POINT OF VIEW on our faces.
Discipline can be a part of love. give my son a time out when he fails to respect his mother. That's coercion. But it is designed as an aspect of love, to seek his own good. It would not be an act of love if I spoiled him in everything he wants.
The most basic good is life. Without life, no other goods can exist. It was not an act of love for a mother to plot the death of her daughter's competitor to be cheer leader. No one who intentionally kills is acting out of love.
Of course, justice requires that the discipline I use on my son to induce good behavior is proportionate. No matter how much I love him and want to keep him out of harm's way, I may not invade his dignity or inflict a punishment out of proportion to his offense. That is his right and justice demands I observe that right, no matter how "loving" my motivation may be. Justice respects the rights of others, and the most basic right is life. Without life, no other rights can be enjoyed. When an innocent person is intentionally killed, an act of supreme injustice is inflicted.
Now, when an unborn child is carried into an abortion clinic to die, what has brought him there? Is it love? Is it justice? Or is it power?
Think for a moment. There is no greater power than to determine whether a person shall live or die . Indeed, there is no greater power on earth than being able to control whether the offspring of another person shall survive. Abortion is the quintessential act of power.
The notion of power as driving the human personality is the great moral error of our time, and it defines being human in a most impoverished way: A person is only a person to the extent he can exercise his will. What he wants is what we must respect, and we are supposed to look no further.
But the human spirit is such that the lingering impulses of love and justice cannot be totally ignored. We used to see masks placed on abortion, often placed there by well meaning people. But masks they were.
Mask #1: Love. "No child should grow up unwanted, or handicapped, or poor" (as if one can predict what a person's life will be). But as we saw, life is the most basic good. One cannot say one loves a child and kill it at the same time.
Mask #2: Justice. "The child will destroy my family, or my relationship with my spouse, or will embarrass my parents, or ruin my education, or derail my career. The child is the aggressor and I am only defending myself." But the first rule of justice is to do no harm. Life can only be taken when it constitutes a lethal threat. Justice demands that one's reaction be proportionate to the threat. If a career can be threatened by a mere child,-then it is logical to shoot one's boss in order to advance.
But today the masks are put aside. The slogan we hear is honest and without pretense:
11 Abortion on demand with no apologies." It means what it says. The supreme act of will -to end another person's life, to destroy another person's progeny -must be respected without any notions of justice and certainly without any notions of love to bar the way. One would think that if one were ending the life of another human being, some justification, some excuse, some reason might be required. But to those who champion the right to abortion and see it for what it really is, the act itself is its own justification.
We can refuse to accept power as Continued on page 24 
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LAZY DAYS OF
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ho "' ?j few tourists can clai knows it from inside system and not just m inside one prison: He knows the prisons at Lima, Mansfield, Grafton, Trumbull and Lorain. For better and for worse, he has come to know the prisoners as well and their gatekeepers, but more important for his legal studies, this summer he has learned a lot about the way the criminal justice system works and fails to work.
From early June to early August, Grant worked as a legal intern for the Attorney General of Ohio, Lee Fisher. Grant was not alone: Fellow Cleveland-Marshall students Freda Wallace, Richard Sloane, Catherine Kurela, and 20 Law Notes \ met adequacy. And atic mission, he state by participating in a raid on a crack house.
For Grant the experience was unlike any other in a life that has already had a share of atypical work experiences. The nephew of Cleveland Works, Inc., Executive Director David Roth '79, Grant spent a year working as a law clerk, trainer/tutor and career counselor in his uncle's organization after earning a BA in political science at Ohio acclaimed highly re7" moving the om public asng them into rks, it is hope, pe, that fuels the at Grant visited, it t charges the air and udy in the prison's the loophole that ortion of the frees they have . Grant found it a curious irony that the authority prisoners trust most is the very authority that brought them to prison -the law. In fact, they have the same naivete about the power of the law that many entering law students have. Often they have commensurate abilities as well, and one of the impressions that remains vividly with Grant is how much jailhouse lawyers, many of whom have not completed high school, absorb and learn about a study that causes such intellectual anguish to others.
By far the most wearisome responsibility confronting Grant was the review of pro se briefs mailed to the attorney general's office from around the state. Though ultimately nine out of ten of the injustices alleged by the prisoners will be dismissed as frivolous, each petitioner deserves and receives an impartial reading; thus, Grant found himself pouring over mounds of documents in hopes of discovering another Clarence Gideon -reviewing claims of mistreatment that ranged in seriousness from allegations of rough handling by guards to that of an inmate who claimed he had been denied a serious medical need for Gillette sensor razors and Dove soap. He read petitions from an inmate objecting to the food, from an inmate asserting prison doctors had injected him with tuberculosis virus, from an inmate claiming medical maltreatment because he was not given the results of a chest x-ray. "Sometimes the sheer volume desensitizes you," he says. Not to mention the nature of the complaints. Not to mention the strain on the justice system.
If volume desensitizes, an interview on site with a pro se plaintiff quickly revives sensitivities. Older facilities like the Lima Correctional Institution, built in the last century without regard for finer notions of rehabilitation, confine prisoners to cell blocks that could pass for the cold, steelgirdered prison sets of 1940's B movies. In such a place, homelessness is the dream of a better life. Some of the state's prisons are more accommodating, but, Grant recalls, even in campuslike settings of the newer facilities like Mansfield, there are unsettling reminders of the lives that the men inside led on the outside: There, a visitor passing in front of the kindergarten-colored doors is told the doors are color-coded for seriousness of offense, and no color is without its burden of blame.
In Lorain, Grant was reminded of the seriousness of his own work. Sent to observe the deposition of an inmate sentenced to 65 to 100 years for kidnapping and menacing, he found an imposing figure of a man in protest of the prison's policy regarding hair length. His hair had been forcibly cut, he explained, in violation of his right to religious expression, for in his sect, hair style was an important means of religious observance. Grant admits that before the deposition he was confident the prisoner's cause was frivolous. While not totally assured that prison policy was unjust or that the officials had exhibited deliberate indifference, Grant was impressed with the inmate's sincerity and began to view more generously his claims of infringement of religious freedom . There was another surprise as well: The prisoner, he discovered, was well-read in law and in religion; missing from his books, however, was the Torah. Grant promised to send him a copy.
In its way, the Lorain deposition made tolerable his return to the mountain of briefs awaiting him in Cleveland and invigorated his zeal for the tedious democratic process that had consumed his summer. Though he has yet to find a genuine Gideon among all those stacks of complaints, these days Grant seriously considers a career in criminal law, and he has come to the conclusion that, in general, the quality of mercy is justifiably strained. All on a single compact disc.
For additio1111l illfor111atio11 or to scliedule a free de111011stmtio11, call Pat Perry-Comai:
Toll I grew up during the civil rights era in this city. I was taught that the law could be noble, and that lawyers were the champions of freedom. I thought that if you sent the right people to the courts, chaos would cease, justice would prevail, and oppression would end, because people had respect for and would honor just laws. I'm just a little older now and I know that our laws and their implementation are only as good as we are.
Although I sometimes worry about whether freedoms once gained may be chiseled away, in my heart of hearts I believe, as Martin Luther King, Jr. once stated, that the arc of the moral universal is long but it bends toward justice.
The law and the lawyer are the agents that help to insure that justice is for all. Louis Schwartz, former Professor of Law at the University of Pennsylvania, described his concept of what a lawyer is in the passage which follows:
The The lawyer is a humanist. To study law is to look through the greatest window of life. Here one sees the passions, the frailties, the aspirations, the baseness, and the nobility of the human condition.
The lawyer is a leader. All other qualifications converge in thrusting upon the lawyer leadership and responsibility in community life.
My heroes and heroines may not be yours, and your background and beliefs may also differ, but something has brought you to this place at such a time as this. It may be for the BMW and Rolex watches. Just be careful of firms, particularly from the Memphis area, that sound too good to be true. Whatever your reason for being here, remember it. In closing, let me offer just a little advice.
1. During this first year, when you feel that you can not read another page or brief another case, try to recapture your purpose that brought you here.
2. Take each day, a day at a time. That's all that you are given anyway.
3. Do the best you can, and then move on. There wil.l be times when someone else's best is better than yours, but you cannot do better than your best.
4.
Remember and take time to participate in the things that make you, you.
5. Ask your family for forgiveness in advance-you will definitely need their support.
6. Celebrate your decision.
In this room are some of the finest minds in the world. Over the next few years you will be taught the skill of legal analysis as well as many substantive areas of law. You've already made the first step. With diligence and hard work each successive step can place you closer to achieving your ultimate goal. Welcome to Cleveland-Marshall College of Law.
•
Point of View
continued from page 17 our human grounding. We can acknowledge that it is our connectedness to one another, not our separateness, that makes us human. But if we do so, we must also rip way the masks that power covers itself with. Only when we remove those masks can we and this country begin to harken back to its moral roots.
We must ever insist that love 
World of Words
continued from page 8 choice in marshalling the language in service of the speaker's or writer's aims. Much more insidious, however, is the unconscious adoption of such patterns by individuals who believe that they are being clear. I will not bore you with lessons in grammar; works of grammar exist aplenty. Instead I will share with you a few tricks that might help you avoid unconscious patterns that ought to be the result of choice rather than inattention. The first tricks are simply triggers that should set off warning bells. The second set amounts to nothing more than ways to arm those triggers.
When you begin a sentence with "It is ... " or "There are ... , " stop and ask yourself if you can't figure out a way to give the sentence a real beginning, a real subject and verb. If you find yourself writing or saying "It is a fact that ... " or using the word "obviously," ask yourself if you are really referring to a fact, and if so, why you find emphasizing it so vital; similarly, if somethingis obvious, why say so? Finally, never say something is a "true fact." All facts are true. Now, how can you catch those and other phrasing you may wish to avoid? Try reading your paper out loud. If you stumble over something you have written, imagine the difficulty that the uninitiated might have with it. Better yet, read it aloud to someone. As an exercise, this can be acutely embarrassing. Remember, however, thatyoumight well prefer to embarrass yourself in front of your husband or wife, boyfriend or girlfriend, than before your professor, your client or a court. If you can't face reading it out loud, at least let someone read it. Legal language should not generally be unintelligible to the non-lawyer. Perhaps most important, do all these things some time other than in the half hour before a written assignment is due!
Are You Doing Everything To Tip The Scale In Your Favor?
You will find as you write that you will soon begin to craft sentences that are not merely acceptable but that have punch or grace, as you intend. They will come more easily, though perhaps not naturally. You will also, I think, discover that you will take pleasure in crafting the sentences. They will represent a job well done. At least in litigation, where winning and losing should not be the sole touchstone of a job well done, your arguments may be the best evidence of a fine performance. If you find yourself getting pleasure from careful work with words, you will have learned to control and measure your language -you will be well on your way to becoming not just a good, but a great lawyer.
I have been told that you are the best class in the history of the school. I look forward to the ways in which you will challenge me and my colleagues. I'm glad you are here. Good luck.
• Create an advantage on your next case with Cohen & Company, providers of litigation support services from business valuation to damage determination . We can help strategize your case, assist in depositions, as well as provide expert testimony. Let our team of experts, who include proud Cleveland-Marshall Alumns, assist you both in and out of court.
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